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Maths
Students follow a curriculum that is
designed to support learning maths
that students will need for life -
Maths for Life. Students are
individually assessed to identify

strengths and areas for development.
This half term we are focusing

addition and subtraction

PSHE

Functional english
Students take part in regular
phonics lessons supporting their
decoding and blending. They are
encouraged to use this learning
when reading. Any students

beyond phase 5 are encouraged to
focus on comprehension.

My independence
My independence covers many
areas within the curriculum.

These include self-care, cooking
and travel training. These skills

are practised daily in every
lesson. 

My communication
Students take part in daily

speaking and listening activities.
We particularly focus on being

able to ask and answer
questions: who, what, where,
when, which, why and how.

The Trees Pathway follows
The Equals curriculum and
focuses on supporting young

people to develop independence,
community participation, good
health, and independent living. 

world about me

trees pathway

This half term’s topic is
Materials and Patterns.

Looking at different materials
and how they are used, including
packaging and wrapping. Some

students will also look at
recycling.  

Each ‘tree’ within the
pathway follows age

appropiate lessons. This half
term the focus is Healthy and

respectful relationships.



ABOUT TREES PATHWAY
The Semi-formal Pathway is a separate Pathway for learners in KS2-5 who are
working within the Pre-Key stage standards, where the national curriculum is not
appropriate for them. This is a small cohort of learners who currently can not fulfil
their full potential within the constraints of more formal pathways.

This is a holistic curriculum that is relevant, accessible and appropriate. It is teaching
the skills that a learner will need for life, promoting independence, being safe and
learning to live in the world.

The students' EHCP is central to all that we do; students have personalised time daily
that focuses on targets within their individual EHCP. 

Our curriculum is built around the ‘Equals’ framework and is designed to develop
students’ independence, communication and life skills. 

In My Independence, pupils follow the ‘Equals’ curriculum, including travel training,
shopping and self-help skills. 
Phonics & Reading follows the Essential Letters & Sounds phonics scheme with
daily reading and comprehension development. 
My Communication focuses on speaking and listening through the ‘Equals’
curriculums, while Maths for Life is a differentiated curriculum that teaches
essential everyday maths, from pre-number skills to Entry Level qualifications. 
My Play & Leisure, My Art, World About Me and Music are also delivered through
the ‘Equals’ curriculum. 
My Physical offers a rotation of PE themes including swimming and gym sessions.
PSHE / RSE is taught through a combination of the PSHE Association SEND
curriculum and ‘Learn & Thrive’. 
Forest School includes the Forest School curriculum alongside farm and small
animal care. 
My Dance/Drama is delivered as part of a practical learning rotation and PE
lessons, supporting creativity, expression and movement.



My Communication
Students take part in daily speaking and

listening activities. We particularly focus on
being able to ask and answer questions: Who,

what, where, when, which, why and how. These
skills are covered in weekly news, weekly show

and tell and playing speaking and listening
games communicating with their peers several

times a week.

TREES PATHWAY
Research shows that students learn best when their experiences connect to their

interests, so we have designed lessons that build links between subjects and
allow plenty of opportunities for revisiting key concepts. This repetition helps to

ensure that learning is consolidated and that students develop a deep
understanding — enabling them to describe, explain, and apply what they have
learned. We look forward to sharing exciting moments with you and your child
and weekly newsletters will continue to provide you with information from the

week that has passed.

My Independence
The whole premise of the Trees Pathway is to

make our students as independent as they can
be.  This could be from independently putting
our coat on to washing up independently, to
developing our cooking skills.  In Spring, Oak
class will make pizzas each week, focusing on
grating and chopping skills. Beech class will

make toasted sandwiches and cookies. They will
weigh ingredients and work with a sandwich

maker safely. Willow class will make homemade
burgers and potato wedges, exploring skills such

as peeling, chopping, using the hob and oven
safely. They will be working towards AQA awards.

Maths for Life
Maths For Life provides a pathway to students
where a standard national curriculum structure
and timescale is unattainable. It helps students

do maths – accurately, independently and in
real-world application.  All students cover

money maths weekly, plus maths targeted to
their needs  in a practical way. This term we will

continue on addition and subtraction.  Some
students in Beech and WIllow classes will be

working towards taking functional skills in Maths
entry level 1.

Functional English
Students develop their skills to write their full

name and full address independently. 
Students will also write for function including
writing shopping lists, letters, cards and filling

out forms. Beech and WIllow class will be
working towards taking the Entry Level 1

Functional skills writing papers.

My Music
In Spring 1, the Trees pathway will be focusing
on Dynamics. Listening skills and creativity will
form a big part of this topic. Students will learn

how volume can be used to convey emotion,
mood and emphasis.

Different instruments and genres will be used to
implement the musical element. 

Makaton
All students take part in a weekly Makaton

lesson. For some students, this is to support
functional communication, expressing wants
and needs. For others, they are developing

Signing skills and are working towards Pre-Entry
AQA award in Makaton. Those students who

have acheived this are working towards Entry
Level Makaton in the topic ‘animals’ as well as
learning signs linked to the ‘World About Me’

Topic.



My Physical
This covers PE (detailed below), plus 

all classes in the Trees Pathway have short daily
fine motor skills time.  Within a student’s EHCP  
session, we will focus on individual targets (fine
& gross motor).  Please speak to your individual

teacher for specific activities linked to your
young person.

Art
The focus for Spring term is pottery and

modelling. The theme is about design and
function. Students will be exploring clay and will

be looking at how to join clay pieces together,
create a simple pot and will be introduced to

coiling. Students will learn and experience the
full clay-making process from modelling, firing,
and glazing their finished items. Students will

also learn the importance of keeping their area
clean and taking care of tools. Some will have an

opportunity to explore a wheel. 

Forest School
This term, we will be focusing on developing

woodwork skills during our lessons. Students will
build on previously learnt techniques as they

design and create a range of wooden items. Our
projects will link to key calendar events

throughout the term, giving students
meaningful, real-world contexts for their work.

Some students will be working towards AQA pre-
entry level awards in forest schools.  

Physical Education
Oak - Students will be focusing on Dance.

Lessons will give students the chance to explore
body movements to music. Lessons will also give

pupils the opportunity to improve their
coordination, timing, strength and balance.

Willow/Beech - Students will be taking part in
gymnastics lessons. They will be working on

travel over mats and obstacles, including
benches and vaults. Students will be developing

their strength and balance.

Small Animal Care
Students will learn how to groom a variety of

different animals and know the correct brushes
to use.  Some students will be working towards

AQA pre-entry level awards in small animal care.

Independent Travel
Students will continue their travel training,

travelling from one place to another and back
again by repeating multiple times the more

secure their learning will be.  Oak class continue
to walk to the shops weekly learning to cross

roads safely using a pelican crossing.  Beech &
Willow also walk to the local shop plus, catching

the bus from town back to school. 

World About Me.  The Topic this half term is:
Tremendous Textures, patterns and materials

Oak:  Students will distinguish between an
object and the material from which it is made,
describe a range of materials, sort & classify
materials. Students perform simple tests to

identify some properties of materials. 
Beech:  Students will explore recycled materials

and why they help our planet. Students will
suggest different ways we can encourage the
school to become more green and reduce our

carbon footprint.
Willow: Students will be looking at properties of
different materials, types of packaging and why
they are used commercially. We will be working

towards relevant AQA awards.

PSHE - Healthy and respectful relationships
Oak:  Public and private, building friendships,

recognising bullying and what to do.
Beech: Public and private activities, maintaining
friendships, looking at social media, Phone apps. 

Willow: Looking at social media, how to use
phone apps, types of love, starting a

relationship, ending a relationship, obsessions.



Class Photos Thursday 15  Januaryth

Safer Internet Week Monday 9  February - Friday 13  Februaryth th

Half Term Monday 16  February - Friday 20  Februaryth th

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


